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only grown stronger with time. We are united
now by a history of shared sacrifice and a future
of common purpose. These are our common
goals: lasting peace, security, and reconciliation
on the Korean Peninsula; a stable and pros-
perous Asia-Pacific region; a rising tide of de-
mocracy around the world. Working together,
the Republic of Korea and the United States
can help to achieve them.

Mr. President, when I visited you 2 years
ago, you presented me with a beautiful work
of calligraphy with your favorite saying: Taedo
Mumun, Righteousness overcomes all obstacles.
Mr. President, tonight, in the presence of so

many people from your country, so many Ko-
rean-Americans, your wonderful wife, and your
two daughters who live in our country, I ask
everyone in this room to raise a glass to a man
who, through his own righteousness, has over-
come all obstacles: Kim Yong-sam. To you, Mr.
President, and to the enduring friendship be-
tween our two great nations.

NotE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to President Kim’s wife, Kim
Myoung Soon, and his daughters, Lee Hye Young
and Song Hye Kyung.
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The President. Good morning, and welcome.
I'd like to begin by thanking Patsy Fleming for
the work that she’s done with me and with
you and for our country on this issue and by
thanking all of you for your service on this advi-
sory council. We need your advice, your wisdom,
your enthusiasm, your energy, and America
needs your service. And I thank you for it very
much.

As you know, I have been strongly committed
to an increasing Federal response to the AIDS
crisis. In spite of the fact that we have cut
and eliminated hundreds and hundreds of pro-
grams since I have been President, we've in-
creased overall AIDS funding by 40 percent and
funding for the Ryan White CARE Act by over
80 percent since I've been President.

I was very, very pleased to see yesterday how
overwhelmingly the Senate voted to reauthorize
the Ryan White CARE Act. I've got a budget
before them which would increase our funding
considerably more. I hope that will pass. But
the United States Senate made an important
statement yesterday, almost unanimously. And
I think we should all appreciate that and be
grateful for it.

This terrible plague has cost our country
270,000 American lives and over 100 every day.
There are some encouraging signs on the re-
search front, as all of you know. Scientists have
discovered ways to block the transmission of
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HIV from mothers to children. New classes of
drugs are being developed to actually repair
damaged immune systems, which is very, very
hopeful. These scientific advances give us all
reason to hope and should redouble our deter-
mination, even in this season of balanced budg-
eting, to reinvest even more and more of our
Nation’s wealth into medical research in AIDS
and medical research of all kinds.

This is not the time to slow down or retreat.
It is not the time to give in. AIDS is a challenge
that all of us face. That’s what the United States
Senate said yesterday. It really is a part of our
common ground. I think we can attack this dis-
ease without attacking each other. And appar-
ently, sensible, good, farsighted Americans in
both parties agree.

When we begin to pit one disease against
another, or one group of people against another
in this country, we all wind up behind. And
I felt much better about the future of our coun-
try, at least on this point, when I saw how
the United States Senate conducted itself yester-
day. Now, our task is to continue to marshal
all the forces we've got to lift the visibility of
this issue.

When I spoke about this matter in my speech
at Georgetown just a few weeks ago, I said
that this was one area where we had to find
common ground. This morning, I think we got



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / July 28

a chance to do it. And with your help, we'll
continue to make progress on it.
Thank you very much.

Bosnia

Q. Is the United States orchestrating the
transfer of arms to the Bosnian Muslims through
Arab or Middle Eastern countries or anywhere
else?

The President. No.

The Economy

Q. Mr. President, have you managed to
achieve the economic soft landing?

The President. Well, I think the economy is
coming back up, if that's what you mean. We
had a slow second quarter, we knew we did.
But the general thrust of the economy looks
strong again. The fundamental problem is now
that we had a slow second quarter—if you're
going to have a long, long period of growth,
you're going to have uneven periods within that.

The fundamental problem is, we've created
7 million jobs, and most Americans haven’t got-

ten a raise. Most Americans still feel economi-
cally insecure in their own circumstances be-
cause their incomes haven't gone up, because
they don’t think their jobs are secure, because
they’re worried about their family’s health care.
And we need an agenda in this country that
I have been pushing for 2 years now that not
only creates jobs but also raises incomes and
increases the security of families.

That is the fundamental problem. But it starts
with having a good economic policy. So we
wouldn’t even be where we are if we didn’t
have the 7 million jobs and a lower unemploy-
ment rate with low inflation. So I'm proud of
what we've accomplished. But it's only half the
job.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Patricia S. Fleming, Direc-
tor of National AIDS Policy.
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I must say I enjoyed the class being a little
rowdy this afternoon. [Laughter] I thank you
for your welcome. I thank you for your support.
Most important of all, I thank you for the work
you do every day. Thank you, Al Shanker, for
the introduction and for being here and for
being a consistent and clear voice for oppor-
tunity and excellence in education. Thank you,
Ed McElroy; thank you, Sandy Feldman; thanks
to all of my friends in the AFT. And thank
you for bringing these children up on the stage
today to remind us what this is all about.

You know, if you go in any classroom in
America you see the infinite promise of our
country in a beautiful essay or a difficult math
problem solved or just an act of kindness from
one child to another. And you come face to
face with the terrible challenges confronting this
country, in children who are old beyond their
years because of what they've had to endure,
too tired or hurt or closed off from each other
and the world to learn.

You also know that what happens to your
students in the classroom depends a lot on what
happens to them before they get there and after
they leave. And I must say in that connection,
I've often thought it ironic that some of the
people that bewail the loss of family values in
our country are all too eager to criticize teachers
for the problems in our schools, when the truth
is that oftentimes the school is the only coher-
ent, consistent direction, family-oriented, value
time that a lot of our kids get.

It is true that this administration has worked
hard to be a friend to education. Secretary Riley,
Deputy Secretary Kunin, and all the fine people
at the Department of Education I think have
done an excellent job in working with you and
in broadening their reach; working with Sec-
retary Reich and the people in the Labor De-
partment; working with the private sector all
over the country, trying to build a grassroots
consensus for what is best about education in
our country, trying to build this country up in-
stead of using education as yet one more issue
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